
MADNESS 
Fighting for Justice in Mental Health 
Conference · November 25–27 2022 · #DNL28 
Kunstquartier Bethanien (Studio 1) · Additional Live Streaming 
 
What does it mean to have a just 
mental health care system and 
who has access to it? Who 
decides who is labelled as mad? 
 
The international conference MADNESS: Fighting for 
Justice in Mental Health takes place November 25 – 
27 at Kunstquartier Bethanien. The 28th Conference 
of the Disruption Network Lab investigates systems 
of mental health care and support, focusing on 
prevailing discourses and practices, biases and 
inequality. It explores the possibilities of a mental 
health system which puts human rights and justice 
at the centre of its practice.  

The conference introduces the perspectives of 
scientists, human rights and social justice activists, 
artists, doctors and practitioners as well as those closely 
affected – the people living with mental illness, through 
keynotes, panels, a performance and a film screening, 
workshops and meetups.  

What does it mean to have a just mental health care system? Who decides who is labelled as mad? Who 
tells the story of madness? Who has access to mental health care services? Can we decolonise 
psychiatry? Different perspectives and positions, such us scientific and social discourses, the medical practice, 
the fight against profit-oriented health care management, as well as the social, racial and ethnic differences of 
those affected, will be combined. This conference brings together researchers and practitioners but gives also 
specific attention to the perspectives and needs of people living with mental illnesses. The goal of the 
conference is to give visibility and voice to those closely affected, to emphasise the necessity for action in the 
way this problem is being treated and to think of examples for more humane policies. 
 

 
 
The speakers provide critical insights into their activities and positions at the intersection of psychiatry, 
psychology, activism, art and social justice. Jasna Russo talks about the meaning of justice in mental health 
and Colin King addresses the institutional racism and structural discrimination within the UK public health care. 
Wilda L. White discusses the judiciary implications of being labelled mad in the US, whereas China Mills gives 
a global overview of the so-called state violence and what can justice in Mental health be. The Friday panel 
focuses on the structures of inclusive and just mental health support system and decolonising psychiatry, while 
the art programme and panel on Saturday display the great capacity of the artistic practice to overcome mental 
health stigma and frame proactive practices.  
 
Concept by Tatiana Bazzichelli & Elena Veljanovska. Curated by Elena Veljanovska. Community & workshops 
curated by Nada Bakr. 



Conference Programme

FRIDAY Nov 25 2022 
 
16:30 · Doors Open 
 
17:00 – 17:15 · INTRODUCTION 
Elena Veljanovska (Curator, Disruption 
Network Lab, MK/DE) 
17:15 – 18:30 · KEYNOTE 
Jasna Russo (Independent Researcher and 
Consultant, DE), Colin King (Teacher, 
Lecturer, Researcher, UK). Moderated by 
Elena Veljanovska (Curator, Disruption 
Network Lab, MK/DE). 
19:00 – 20:30 · PANEL 
Lamia Moghnie (Postdoctoral Researcher, 
University of Copenhagen, LB/DK), Reima 
Ana Maglajlic (Reader in Social Work, 
University of Sussex, UK), Donato Zupin 
(Psychiatrist, Department of Mental health - 
WHO CC, Trieste, IT). Moderated by Aouefa 
Amoussouvi (Researcher, The Institute for 
Endotic Research (TIER), FR/DE).  
 
 
SATURDAY Nov 26 2022 
16:00 · Doors Open 
16:30 - 17:00 Performance · Sentire - 
Marcello Lussana (Sound Designer, 
Researcher, IT/DE) and Olga Kozmanidze 
(Artist, DE/IT)  

17:15 – 18:45 · KEYNOTE  
Wilda L. White (Founder, MadFreedom, US), 
China Mills (Healing Justice Ldn, UK). 
Moderated by Julian Schwarz (Psychiatrist, 
DE).  
19:15 – 19:45 Documentary by Nina 
Wesemann (Filmmaker, DE) and Simon 
Reichel (Filmmaker, DE) 
19:45 – 21:15 · PANEL  
Marcello Lussana (Sound Designer, 
Researcher, IT/DE), Anika Krbetschek 
(Artist, DE), Dolly Sen (Writer, Artist, 
Filmmaker, UK). Moderated by Lily Martin 
(Researcher, Pop-up Institut, Alanus 
University of Arts and Social Sciences, 
DE) 
 

SUNDAY Nov 27 2022  
12:00 – 14:00 Workshop · Embodiment of 
exclusion ·  Olga Kozmanidze (Artist, DE/IT) 
& Marcello Lussana (Sound designer, 
researcher IT/DE) 

15:30 – 17:30 Workshop: Creating digital 
mental health programmes with trauma-
informed and decolonial principles · Hera 
Hussain (Founder, Chayn PK/UK) 

 

 

Full Conference Programme and live streaming: www.disruptionlab.org/madness 
Further information and tickets: www.disruptionlab.org/madness 
Konference Language: English 
Press Contact: buero doering / Tom Müller-Heuser / presse@buero-doering.de / +49-176 - 457 47 052  

 

 


